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FIRSTLY THE NEWS –  
 
Happy New Year Everyone!.... I Know, I Know but this news letter has taken a long time to write ;0) 
 
I don’t know about you but I made 2 New Years resolutions this year, one was to get more work done and the 
other was to have a bit more time off.....I haven’t as yet figured out how I’m going to manage the two at the 
same time but where there’s a will there’s a way! 
 
I can’t believe it, it’s been a whole 2 years 5 months since I closed my little bead shop in Bath and I became a 
wholly online seller. There have been a fair few changes to the Smitten site in that time and there will be a lot 
more to come in the next year. Some of you will I’m sure remember the lovely Jules who worked with me in the 
bricks and mortar shop in Bath (she’s doing well, now working in French Grey in Milsom Street, Bath). Well it 
appears that Smitten can’t be without a Julie so we now have a new one and she’s just as lovely and talented as 
the old one. Luckily last year “new” Julie took pity on me and decided to give me a helping hand with the order 
mountain, hopefully some of you will have noticed your orders are arriving a little quicker as a consequence. 
Julie has now been renamed by the Bead Smitten group as Pretty Bead Fairy! I thought I would throw her in at 
the deep end for this newsletter and asked her to come up with a tutorial – a lovely ribbon ring bracelet using 
my favourite ribbon and flat rings, I’ve also popped in a few photos of her beautiful jewellery. 
 
So what’s happened so far in 2013? The first exciting bit of news is that in April we attended the BIG BEAD 
SHOW in Esher, But it wasn’t just a Smitten affair, oh no, we joined forces with 2 of the Bead Smitten Group, 
fellow Brit Pack Beaders Teresa Hulley of Bo Hulley Beads & Lesley Watt of Thea too selling their gorgeous 
handmade components.  A rather fun and busy day was had by all; we met a few existing customers and I’m 
happy to say gained a whole lot of new ones. For the Show The Bead Fairy and I put together some lovely new 
bumper Inspiration Packs which you can see further on in the news letter, they sold like hot cakes and I’ve now 
added them to the website, a few have sold out but will be back in stock asap.  
 

VERY IMPORTANT NOTICE - SUMMER HOLIDAY DATES – MAY 17th – 31st
  

This year I have decided to close the website checkout for my summer break. I usually keep it open for you to be 
able to order and then come home to a huge mountain of orders which means all the stress that has evaporated 
while I’m away comes back rather quickly! So if you are desperate for your beads make sure you order in good 
time. The last day for ordering will be Thursday 16th orders placed on Thursday or before will go out on Friday or 
Saturday.  
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NEW PRODUCT NOTICE BOARD 
A selection of Brass, Glass & Sari Silks 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Gorgeous new  

CZECH GLASS  

plus new BO HULLEY 

ceramics with more on the 

way! 

A new range of 

SARI SILKS in 

3m lengths 

 

   

 

We’ve added 

VINTAJ NATURAL BRASS  

And Beadalon ANTIQUE BRASS wire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE BEAD SMITTEN 
 

 

  

A couple of months ago I decided to scale the next level of the Facebook Mountain and start a group just for Smitten 

customers. The first task was to find a name for the group; you wouldn’t believe how long it took to come up with 

BEAD SMITTEN!  

To be honest I was slightly nervous about starting the group not only was it a journey further into the unknowns of 

facebook but I also had no idea how much of my time it would take up, would I have to spend too much time (time 

that should be used for packing your orders!) starting discussions, posting design ideas that sort of thing, would 

anyone want to join, would they all stay when they had joined!? I really shouldn’t have worried, almost right from 

the beginning everyone entered into the generous spirit I had hoped for, sharing designs and knowledge and since 

then The Smitten Beaders have taken it over and on to a whole new level of creativity. I’m sure that even the most 

talented and experienced have learned a few tips and the more novice beaders are improving by leaps and bounds, 

which has been a pleasure to watch. To be honest on the days I’m too busy to comment or post anything I don’t 

think they even notice I’m missing ;0)..... Little did I know when I started the group what an inspiration it would be 

for me too!   

As so many of the designs shared are real stunners I thought it would be nice to share them with all you non-

facebookers just so that you can see what you are missing out on.....therefore without further ado and with the kind 

permission of the designers here are some of the wonderful creations inspiring me and others. Designs by: Bo Hulley, 

Emma Louise Quinn, Marianne Hall, Claire Lockwood, Leigh Thow, Lucy Haslam, Debbie Sullivan & Janine Lucas. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TCB WHEEL EARINGS 

 

When our lovely new Czech glass arrived in January, I was completely smitten (sorry) by the table 
cut flower wheels and had to have a little play. I love making earring and when I’m having a 
creative slump I always get out the earring findings and usually find them the key to bringing back 
my beading mojo... as I haven’t made any for a while I decided to take a pair in each colour of the 
new wheels and see what I could come up with, I hope you like them. 

 

  
 

Components for the earrings in image 1. 
 
2 x Vintaj Natural brass (NB) 22mm small leaf embossed rectangles, 4 x 7mm Vintaj NB jump rings, 1 
pair of Vintaj NB round loop ear wires, 2 x Vintaj NB 38mm head pins, 2 x TCB flower wheels – opal 
blue, 2 x 4mm Bonarski bicones – dark amethyst, 2 x 4mm lengths of rusty denim chiffon ribbon and 
lastly for for the wire wrapped beads I used our new Beadalon antique brass wire - size 22. 
 
Components for image 2. 
 
1 pair of Vintaj NB round loop ear wires, 2 x TCB flower wheel - dark red, 3 petal flower in opaque 
olive. (plus my own paddle shaped brass blank coiled into a spiral) 

 
Components for image 3. 
 
1 pair of medium ear wires in antique brass, 2 x TCB flower wheel – opal blue, 4 x 4mm – Crystal Mt 
sea green, 2 x delicate vine connectors, 8 x 2cm lengths of antique brass small trace, 12 x 4mm jump 
rings, 2 x beaded headpins and 26 guage Antique brass Beadalon wire. 
 

 

Since making the earrings above we have had loads more gorgeous Czech glass fire polished and 
pressed glass flowers delivered. Here are just a few......... 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

NEW INSPIRATION PACKS 
Just about my favourite thing to do aside from using our Smitten beads is to make inspiration packs with 

them. I think I’ve mentioned before that one of the great things about packing your orders is that I often 

get inspiration from them. Two of the new packs were inspired by Smitten Customers so I wanted to say a 

quick thank you to Emma Louise Quinn who gave me the inspiration for the Carnival pack and Tracy 

Hodgson for the Raspberry champagne pack. I have to also say a big thank you to Julie who helped with 

all the packs and masterminded the Ruby Turquoise pack. 

 

 
Above from left to right: Carnivale, Raspberry Champagne & Ruby Turquoise 



Below from left to right: Drift wood, Red Admiral & Victorian Violet 

 
RIBBON & RING BRACELET 

The new Smitten Bead fairy (or Julie) is a very talented bead mistress in her own right. I was not 

going to let her get away without a contribution to the Newsletter, plus we both have very similar 

taste when it comes to beads and colours so I knew I would love whatever Julie came up.  

 

 



 
Ribbon and Rings bracelet. 
By Julie Sumner 
 
You will need: 
10 Flattened Rings in the colour of your choice 
1 pair of ribbon ends - these need to be the correct width to fit the ribbon you decide to use 
1 metre of your choice of 10mm ribbon - this will make more than one bracelet. 
Clasp of your choice (Julie has used her own but we have plenty on the website) 
 
Take your ribbon and first flattened ring, lay the ring on a flat surface and Pass the ribbon 
under the left side of the ring and then up through the middle of it. (Photo 1) 
 
Now place the second ring, to the right of your first and overlapping about half way. (Photo 2) 
 
Pass the ribbon down through the gap made by the overlapping rings, and then back up 
through the remaining gap of your second ring.(photo 3 and 4) 
 
Repeat with a third ring, and so on, until you have threaded all your rings onto the ribbon. 
(photo 5) 
 
Check the length of the bracelet, and trim the ribbon to allow for the clasp of your choosing 
to fit. 
 
Place the ribbon ends and clamp them closed. (Photo 6) and then add your clasp, and hey 
presto !!! 
 
This bracelet can be made with wider ribbon, but you will need more flattened rings as the 
ribbon will pull the rings closer. 
You can also use this basic technique to form a necklace: leave the ribbon longer at each end, 
and you can choose to either use ribbon ends with a clasp as per the bracelet, or knot it at the 
back of your neck. (Photo 7) 

 
 

Here’s a little taster of Julie’s other creations.......... if you want to see more 
then visit her Etsy shop:  http://www.etsy.com/uk/shop/MadebyJulesJewellery 

 

http://www.etsy.com/uk/shop/MadebyJulesJewellery


TOOLS OF THE TRADE 

I’m a bit of a fan of mixed media and I have always wanted to learn more and have a go at altered 

metal jewellery. If you have been watching the new product sections on our website recently you 

may have spotted our new range of tools & supplies for altering metal. If like me you are keen to 

have a go but a little daunted by the tools then this is the bit for you. I asked Bead Smitten group 

member and expert metal artist Manda Jane Rodwell if she would put a little piece together for 

me to explain the tools she uses and give those of us eager to have a go a few tips of her trade and 

boy did she come up trumps! 

 

 
What’s In My Toolbox 
 
I don't entirely subscribe to the view that you need to shell out thousands of pounds on 
fancy tools and gadgets, for those you simply can't do without always buy the best you 
can afford, good quality tools go a long way to achieving a polished finish that will set your 
jewellery apart.  Raiding the old man’s toolbox is not the answer, there is every chance he 
bought his from the local DIY shop, you will find them heavy and cumbersome, they are 
simply not designed for jewellery………For those bits that really aren't essential you will be 
surprised what I re-purpose from around the house. 
 
Your most important tools are your hands!  So guys, clean hands and no lovely, smelling 
hand cream.  What is on your hands is going to transfer to your wire or metal and 
accelerate tarnish, oh and while I'm talking about hands your designer nails are going to 
be a distant memory.  Another really important issue……Please, please remember to wash 
your hands especially after working with copper, believe me it tastes horrible. 
 
Right let’s get down to the nitty gritty :) 
 
Chain nose pliers, sometimes known as flat nosed or needle nosed pliers (not the ones 
with the square blades, a completely different beast altogether).  If you have rummaged in 
the garage and found the old mans set you are very likely to find they have teeth on the 
inside of the blades, DO NOT use these on wire, they will chew up your wire dreadfully!  I 
have 2 pairs on my work desk used for opening and closing jump rings.  Its good practice 
and round nose pliers will leave grooves on your nice shiny jump ring, for me its all about 
achieving the best possible finish. 
 
Round nose pliers, again a basic.  You can buy these in different thicknesses and lengths, 
its personal preference.  A tip:  If you find it hard to make your basic or wrapped loop the 
same size it really is just practice but there are a couple of things you can do when just 
starting, either mark a line with a needle file or indelible pen that way you can aim for the 
same place each and every time you make a loop. 
 
Flush cutters:  Ordinary cutters just don't cut the mustard I'm afraid its time to invest in 
some flush cutters!  Now, you could dash out and buys some really, really expensive flush 
cutters, there are some very good and very expensive ones on the market but I prefer to  
 



 
spend my pennies on the pretties….so…….and I'm likely to upset some designers here but  
hohum.  I buy the Micro Shear Flush Cutter.  Now I know that strictly speaking they are 
not designed for heavy wire rather thin, dead soft craft wire, tiger tail and cords but they 
really do cut very well and can actually cut much thicker wire than they are given credit 
for.  
  
I actually have 2 pairs, 1 for wire and a new, clean pair for cords, leathers etc.  When my 
wire ones are beginning to wear out I throw them out, use the other pair for wire and 
invest in a new pair for the cords…..I usually buy a pair a year and that’s fine…………..even if 
I had shelled out on the really expensive ones they would blunt given the amount of very 
thick wire I cut :) 
 
Memory Wire Cutters:  I don't actually use these for wire, I have a pair but prefer the ones 
above, if you have a pair, then see how you get on, honestly its personal preference! 
However for memory wire they are a must as you will ruin flush or normal cutters. 
 
Crimping Pliers:  Ok, you may not see these given in the list for many wirework books but 
………… do you have problems sometimes tucking those ends in on wrapped loops etc, 
Crimping Pliers are fab for rolling around and tucking ends in, honestly I promise, give it a 
go. 
 
Needle Files:  For those of you working in copper, brass and sterling, needle files are a 
must for taking off those plier marks and sharp bits, DO NOT file plated or those beautiful, 
coloured enamel wires, it’s disastrous.  They are not particularly expensive but if you don't 
have them then a gentle rub over with an emery board will do in the mean time. 
 
Hammer:  Again, there are some really, really expensive hammers out there but when you 
are just starting you truly do not need the all singing all dancing hammer I promise.  A Ball 
Pein hammer will do just as well, again, don't be tempted to borrow the man hammer, any 
scratches or dents left behind from a DIY project will be transferred to your wire.  YES, you 
can hammer plated wires, they need to be good quality plated but it will withstand some 
gentle texturing…….Sadly enamelled wire is a no no, it will split. 
 
Chasing Hammer:  A must for flattening and texturing.  Always hammer on your Bench 
Block or Anvil. 
 
Dappling Set or Doming Block:  They are the same beast, used to add curves or dome 
metal. 
 
Nylon, plastic, rubber or even leather mallet/hammer:  It’s an essential!  Straightening, 
flattening and work hardening.  I've just bought a new one so happy, happy girl! 
 
De-burrer/Wire Rounder: This is a tiny sanding cup tool, you pop in your wire end and 
give it a few twits to sand & smooth the ends of wire.  I make my own ear wires and I 
could not live without this piece of kit. 
 
 



 
A Small Block:  For the hammering, self explanatory really.  You can buy a sand bag or 
leather cushion for your block, or use  a small hand towel or tea towel 
 
Mandrels:  Don't be confused with the word mandrel, a mandrel can be anything which is 
the shape you want to wrap wire around. You can buy jump ring mandrels as well as 
repurposing - Have a look around the house for knitting needles, pens, my husband’s 
socket set! I make my ear wires using a Sharpie pen!  I do use a ring mandrels (ring stick), 
which is well worth the investment!  A word of caution here - Wooden dowels can be used 
BUT if you wrap tightly as I do the wire bites into the wood and makes grooves, then the 
wire won't slide off. 
 
A Good Metal Ruler:  Accurate measuring where you need to!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
Wire Wool (000):  YES, wire should be cleaned before you use it, particularly copper or 
brass………Incidentally brass is an excellent wire to use in your designs, lovely gold tone 
and no plating so can be hammered and hammered and hammered :) …Well to a point…. 
 
A Good Book:  Yes, it’s a tool, I have 2 very dog eared books that still after all these years I 
refer too.  A book that is really good on technique is a much better investment than one 
that is filled with pretty pictures and poor instructions, honestly!  Magazines are fab for 
inspiration; you will be surprised how quickly you get bored looking at the same pictures 
in a book after a while.   
 
Masking Tape:  Great for taping down and controlling multiple strands of wire when you 
just don't have enough hands…….Helps to keep everything in its place.  As its low-tack it 
won't leave a nasty, sticky residue on your wire. 
 
A Soft Cloth: You should straighten the wire before you start your design, protect your 
fingers and use a cloth, cheese wired fingers hurt! 
 
Sketch book and pencil:  Jotting down ideas and sketching………..Its good practice and a 
good record.  I usually make quick (and I mean quick) notes of a project as I work it, how 
much wire have I used (approx.), in which order a project is completed, which gauges of 
wire did I use and so on…………You'd be surprised how often I go back to a project or am 
commissioned to make something similar to a project that sold a year ago, those random 
notes have been a god send :D 
 
Liver Of Sulphur:  Used for blackening (antiquing) metal and wire. Works well on sterling, 
copper, and plated wires (not enamelled wires), brass is a bit trickier :D, it will darken on 
textured areas but smooth areas will polish back to the original colour.  Use as instructed 
and polish as desired with wire wool.  Oh and it smells dreadful, best used outside. 
 
On My Wish List:  Metal Hole Punch!  At the moment I use a Dremel, I love my Dremel, 
adore it, it does so many things I couldn't live without it but I get so impatient with having 
to keep changing attachments, I need at least 4 Dremels so a hole punch is going to save 
me loads and loads of time! 

    



CHAIN NOSE PLIERS 

 

ROUND NOSE PLIERS 

 

FLUSH CUTTERS 

 
MEMORY WIRE CUTTER 

 

CHASING HAMMER 

 

DAPPING TOOL 

 
RUBBER MALLET 

 

WIRE ROUNDER 

 

BENCH BLOOK 

 
LEATHER PAD 

 

MANDREL 

 

TIN SNIPS 

 
BAIL MAKING PLIERS 

 

LETTER PUNCH SET 

 

RING STICK 

 
HOLE PUNCH 

 

ANVIL 

 

COPPER & BRASS BLANKS 

 



DESIGNER FEATURE 

LESLEY WATT 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

I’m a huge fan of Lesley’s components and her 

jewellery making for me is just about as good 

as it gets! So I asked Lesley if she would share 

a bit about herself and show us some of her 

beautiful components, jewellery and then to 

design something just for Smitten :0) 

 
A bit about you 

I am a jewellery and component 
designer/maker based in the glorious county of 
Dorset on the south coast of England. I 
relocated to the area from the home counties 
as part of a career location ten years ago but 
gave up the career at the end of 2010 and now 
focus on design full time. 

How did you get started? 

I started making jewellery in the winter of 2009 
as an antidote to the stresses of the day job. 
I'm not good at doing nothing as I get very 
fidgety so just sitting in front of a TV doesn't 
work for me. I bought a few beads and some 
wire from the local hobby store along with a 
couple of books on basic beading techniques 
but It didn't take long before I was online 
scouring the internet for more information and 
I found it in bucket loads. Once I discovered 
some wonderful online bead shops, Etsy and 
art beads there was no going back. Initially I 
just made for myself and for gifts for friends 
and family but gradually I began to sell a few 
pieces at work and through word of mouth 
with pretty positive feedback. 

The more I discovered the more I wanted to try 
different techniques for myself so I signed up 
for some tuition including silver smithing and 
silver clay courses at the Mid Cornwall School 
of Jewellery. About this time I also decided that 
after 30 plus years on the career path it was 
time for a change and I resigned from my job 
without, it has to be said, much idea of what I 
was going to do next. I'd been thinking about 
opening an Etsy shop for a while and it seemed 
like a good way to test whether or not there 
was a market for my designs. 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Why metal clay? 

I love texture and form in all things so I found the 
silver clay course particularly rewarding but 
unfortunately, this was also about the time that 
the price of silver started to go through the 
ceiling so I decided to try my hand at the base 
metal clays I'd been reading about. I tried the 
torch fired brands but wasn't that taken so I bit 
the bullet and invested in a kiln. It took a good 
few months of working with both bronze and 
copper to develop any proficiency – they can 
both be very temperamental mediums but once I 
got to understand how to work the clay and fire 
it properly I was completely hooked. I'm not 
what you'd call delicate and I like to work on a 
fairly large scale which I could never do with 
silver. There are so many possibilities with it and I 
found myself more and more drawn to bronze 
with its warmth and soft earthiness.  Colour is 
also very important to me and more recently I 
have added this extra dimension to my work 
using metal patinas. 

Where does your inspiration come from? 

I take inspiration from all sorts of things – 
sometimes I'll just pick up a bead and it will spark 
an idea and send me off in search on some 
companions for it. But the most obvious 
influence is probably the environment I live in. I 
am lucky enough to be close to some stunning 
areas of natural beauty like the Jurassic coast 
and the New Forest so inspiration is never far 
away. 

 

 

 

 

What part of making jewellery do you enjoy the most? 

I very rarely start making components with finished pieces of jewellery in mind and the 
components themselves are often unplanned. Sometimes though I get a vision of how a piece 
could be used while I'm creating it and then I get quite excited. Similarly, I love that moment 
when you think a design has you beaten and suddenly something just clicks and you know 
exactly what to do. I'm not really one for sketching and planning so I guess what I enjoy most is 
the creative process itself. 

Which of our beads are you most ‘Smitten’ with? 

I'm loving the new vintaj range – so warm and earthy and I'm also having a bit of a love affair 
with wooden beads at the moment. Then there are the gorgeous chunky Czechs and, while not 
strictly beads, I'm delighted to finally have a UK source for waxed linen! 



 

Tell us about your website! 

I don' have a personal website but I sell my jewellery and components through my two Etsy 
shops: THEA jewellery and THEA too. I also write for two blogs – The Gossiping Goddess is my 
own blog and the name refers to the THEA of my shop names; she being the Greek goddess of 
the lights of the sky who also had dominion over precious metals – kind of appropriate I 
thought. I also contribute to a collaborative blog called 'Art Jewellery Elements' which aims to 
promote art beads/component and hand crafted jewellery. 

What would you like to try next? 

I have a huge appetite to try new things but sadly not much time to go with it. I recently went 
on an etching workshop and will definitely be giving that another go in the new year. I have a 
slightly addictive personality so I have to check myself from diving headlong into new things 
when I'm already committed. I'd also like to get back to some metal smithing and improve my 
skills in that area. 

What would be your top tips for selling jewellery? 

If you sell online you have to find away to create lasting relationships with potential customers. 
Good social networking is essential these days and is definitely the backbone of all my 
marketing. Use as many channels as you can that reach your target audience and keep your 
presence felt with frequent posts but don't bombard people with sales messages.  Get 
involved with activities like challenges, blog hops or fundraisers as these will get your name 
known within your community and get you more fans, followers and likers which in turn will 
get your products in front of a bigger audience. 

Your online shop should be fresh and appealing so keep a good stock, try to add new items 
regularly and swap things around to give the illusion of change even if you can't change things 
frequently. 

Promise great service and deliver on it – If you go the extra mile people will remember and 
come back to you and it's easier to sell to an existing customer than a new one plus, they will 
talk to their friends and advocacy is invaluable. 

 
 

A few more of Lesley’s pieces 

 

  



KASHMIR INSPIRED NECKLACE 
Here is the stunning necklace Lesley has designed for 

Smitten using Smitten beads, Chiffon, antique brass 

components and 2 gorgeous handmade paisley pieces 

from Lesley. 
 

 

And here’s how she made it… 

 



Kashmir Necklace Tutorial 

1. Link the 20 brass donuts with jump rings to form a chain section and connect 
the hook to one end with a jump ring. 

2. Wire a round green bead creating a wrapped loop at each end. 

3. Connect one end to the chain section with a jump ring. 

4. Repeat step 2 twice linking one of the wrapped loops to the previous bead. 

5. Wire a purple bead wrapping the wire around the bead (see here for 
technique) and creating a wrapped loop at each end and linking one of the 
wrapped loops to the previous green bead. 

6. Repeat step 2 linking one of the wrapped loops to the previous purple bead. 

7. Repeat step 5 linking one of the wrapped loops to the previous green bead. 

8. Repeat step 5 linking one of the wrapped loops to the previous purple bead. 

9. Wire a green heart bead creating a wrapped loop at each end linking the top 
one of the wrapped loops to the last purple bead. 

10. Connect the heart bead to a 10 link section of large link brass chain or link 
another 8 brass donuts with jump rings to form a chain section and connect to the 
heart bead. 

11. Create dangles from the crystals, leaves, brass drops and small green rounds 
by wire wrapping or using jump rings/headpins as appropriate, open the links of the 
chain and add the dangles in random but balanced pattern. 

12. Use a jump ring to attach the chain to the pendant. 

13. Using the same techniques as steps 2-8, make another beaded section with 1 
green heart, 2 purple rounds, 1 green round and another purple round.  Use jump 
rings to connect the last purple round to the other side of the pendant and the 
green heart to the loop of the clasp. 

14. Tie the chiffon to the jump ring connecting the bead and donut chain section 
leaving even sections of ribbon on both sides. Thread both section of ribbon in and 
out of the brass donuts for the length of this section. Just above the clasp bring the 
ends of the ribbon around the opposite sides of the chain and tie in a bow. 

15. To finish the pendant take a 5cm section of fine brass chain and add the 
bronze charm with a jump ring. Add a jump ring to the other end of this chain and 
pass it through the hole in the pendant from front to back and attach the jump ring 
to the chain at the bottom of the pendant to secure it in place. Add a crystal drop to 
the front of the chain. 
 

 

http://jewelrymaking.about.com/od/wiretechniquesinfo/ss/052608_8.htm
http://jewelrymaking.about.com/od/wiretechniquesinfo/ss/052608_8.htm


 

WE HAVE 10 KASHMIR NECKLACE PACKS AVAILABLE 

FOR A SPECIAL PRICE OF £12 (rrp £15) so if you fancy 

having a go pop over to the website and bag a pack for yourself. 

 
The pack includes the 2 lengths of chain, headpins and 8mm jump rings in addition to what 

you see below. NB You will also need either 24 or 26 guage wire to complete this project plus 
the usual tools. (we would recommend the Beadalon antique brass wire) 

 

 
 

 
Actually this is the second pack collaboration with Lesley, just in case you haven’t put two & 
two together Lesley is the Gossiping Goddess and yes she designed THAT bracelet …. 
 

 

This is Lesley’s fabulous Gossiping 
Goddess bracelet design. Lesley has 
kindly allowed us to sell the packs 
under her name and made us some 
gorgeous buttons to include. Kits 
including Lesleys button are only £3.95. 
The gossiping Goddes tutorial can be 
obtained by emailing us; Lesley has 
kindly published this for free! 

 
If you would like to see more of Lesley’s work then you can contact her via her Etsy shops:   

www.theatoo.etsy.com 

www.theajewelelry.etsy.com 

http://www.theatoo.etsy.com/
http://www.theajewelelry.etsy.com/


Metal Techniques day 

I was lucky enough this week to have the company of Pippa Chandler and Julie Sumner for a 
metal techniques day with Manda, learning the ins and outs of metal work. We had a fabulous 
day and I am now well and truly hooked on working with copper. Keep an eye out for more 
from Manda as I’m hoping to persuade her to be a featured artist in a future newsletter but in 
the mean time here are a couple of her pieces and her website details just in case you fancy 
treating yourself to a beautifully made copper treat. I am now the owner of a gorgeous pair of 
Silver Storm earrings like the ones pictured below and I love them. 

www.silverstormjewellery.com 

www.etsy.com/shop/SilverStormJewellery 

 

  

 
So what’s next…. well after my Summer Holiday (rest) I shall be planning the next Smitten 
Open House, finishing off another 6 inspirations packs that are in the pipelines, The Bead 
Smitten group will be getting stuck into the next competition, last time it was earrings this 
time it’s rings and I’ll be working on the long awaited Bo Hulley bracelet kit plus we’ll be 
launching a fantastic new Macramé bracelet kit by Rebecca Anderson of Song Bead. 
 

One last thing before I go…I can’t finish without giving a mention to the peanuts! For the last 

3 months the “Bead Smitten” have been obsessed with the Rustic Pearls but King of pearls has 

now been deposed, the Matsuno peanuts are the new king of beads here is just a sample of the 

new range…. 

 

 
 

So there we are I hope you’ve enjoyed reading. 
 

Thank you 
Claire 

Xx 
 

P.S. DON’T FORGET WE ARE CLOSED 
FOR ORDERS FROM MAY 16TH TO 31ST  

http://www.silverstormjewellery.com/
http://www.etsy.com/shop/SilverStormJewellery

